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Sept. 2 


Mr, Nad Snaulding, Secretary Fx-Officio, 
Baard of Registration for Architects 
Fudson, New Hamshire 


Dear Mr, Spaulding: 


| Please excuse my delay in anavering your recent let- 
ter which was received at this office during my vacation. 


Yeu have inquired vhathar the Secretary of the Brard 
of Reristration for Architects mat be a mombter of the Znard or msy de 
the Secretary of the Hoard of Reristration for Profassionnl Sneineero or 
eny other person chosen by the Roard, It is my ovinion that the Secretary 
mast be either a menter of the Bonrd or the Scoretary of the board of 
Registration for Professinnel Enpineers, who will then serve as Secretary 
end manber exr-nfficio, 


Cheoter 197, section 6, provides that "The Roard shall 
alact annually a chrirmen, nr vice-chairman end a secratary, Tho secrotary 
of the state borrd of registration for crofesnionnl enginnersa may servo 
as secretary rnd rember ex-offiato of the state beard of roristration for 
erchitertes but he ehell have no vote in its meetings, * The goction 
statas initially that a secrotary shell be electod annually by the Board, 
By use of the word “elect,” the Lezinleture cen only have intended that 
the electinn be mnde from the Board itself, wharens if it had bean intended 
that the eecretary was not to be a Board mamber, a term such as apnoint or 
emoloy would have doen used, 


The section then further provides one exception in that 
the Secretary of the Board of Reristration for Profcasional Fngineors may 
be Secretary exenfficito of this Board. It {oe significant that he fs nlso 
to de a wember ex-officio, showing the intent that the Secretary shall de 
a wenter of the Board, 
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: ip, Fed Snaulding -2- September 2, 1954 


In your letter you stato that on July 19, 1954, tho Board 
pmanded its by-lnwa so as to nrovida that bianninlly the Denard shall “by 
election from among its mambara select A Cheirann and Vico Chairnan and 
shell elect aithor from its manbors, a Sacratory, or elect a Secrntary Rte 
Officio." The abrencntirned section 6 cloarly states that the officers of 
the Board shall be choson annanlly. This lerislative pronouncenent must ' 
be followed by the Benrd and cannot be ehnazed by by-law. 








An exenfficio officor my not be elected as he is by 
definition that officer by virtus of his holding enother office. If the 
Borrd wishes the Secretary of the Neard of Engineers to also ba its Socree 
tery 1¢ may so designate and he then decnmos Sacretary by virtue of being 
Secretary of the Board of Pnpinoers as cuthorized by said section 6. The 
Secretary ex-officio my only be the Secretary of the Board of “nginoore, 
end for the reasons before stated the Board may not elect to the office of 


Sedretary a non-nenbder of the Board, 
| | Vory truly yours, 















































Pe ee : ee oe Richerd C, Duncan | 
| - ° Ageistant Attorney Coneral 














. 7 Sak . : 
. . ay . 
: . . . . . uy ‘ B . . 
ROD: HF ea 
2 ’ . oe 1 @\ 
i , . : . ee 
" ) ‘ get . 
. g : s % . ‘ ; ‘ 



























































